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"1, Defore whe wag Ball-Chomii, Jorlin-iiiederschdnovells, was oo of the nosl important
miants of the Uerman pobash products trust, Keli-Chemie, 2.G. ond

noused the nead offices of the combine. The plant . .

was very badly damaged by air raids in I9L4 and by shelilng in 19h5, and

during the lztber stages of the advance of the ked Army, the pzin offices

were transferrzed to Sehnde Mammover. Since the plant itself was in very

poor condition, practically no dismantling was done by the Tuscians. [t was

net, however, totally destroyed.

2. Farly in 195 the power niant was put in order,and it was found that “he
sulphuric acid plant eould be saved by sacrificing other nsarts. As 2 copse-
quence, (00 tens of sulphur trioxide (503) per month could be produced. De-
cause of difficulties cncountered in Beriin, stacks of pyrites were trans-
ferred to other plants which were already producing. In carly 19h6, however,
production wme bognn with a six months' stockpile of supplies availabla. During
the succeeding years the plant continued to operate undey vsrious difliculiies,
which eould only have Deen overcome by complete reconstruction, particularly of the
washer columns, the foundations of which kad been badly dumaged by oubflowing
acids. The original capacity of the plant amounted to 1,500 tons of 304 per
month,; of which 1,000 tons covld be produccd as fuaing suilpmudie acld vath
up to 27 pey cent absorbed free S03. By sacrilicing coulpmont for the
production of fuming sulphuric acid,such as abserbing colmns, an average monthly
production of &U0 tens of S03 was maintained. with short intewenls fop sopoirs,
gntil 19E8.

3, AftCr 1948 ihe standard of repair work wac reised; mekinz it poseible
to put the contach cvens in order and chaype them with naw wanadiun sabalysts
from Wolfen. As a resultd production steadily rose and at present
averages 1,000 tons of 50y pér month in the form of 96 per cent sulphuric acid.

he The sulphuris acid plamt iz at preacnt in o gimiliar condition to

most of the -lants in the fDR. The plant suffers mwost {rom contimucus porgoy-
nel changes amoug its chemical ciglneers, most of whom Move genme to the Uest.,
The ongineer now in charge, Dr. Ratiey, is not technleslly well-versed in e
contact system. He originally worizsd in the Jertilizer bLranch and later in

. she acld redswption scction of explesive plents. Tt doos not seem Tikely that
he will be able de¢ premoie the production of S04 much bevend its present © gl -
4y even should he recelve betber suppert than his predacess received in obkaining
aguipment.
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In addition to sulphur trioxide, the only other important item produced by
Kali=Chemie, Berlin=-Niederschénewelde, ie potassium ferricyanide, production
of which is dependent on delivery of potassium cyanide from Piesteritz. The
production of potassium ferricyanide seldom averages more than 110=50 tona
monthly, and most of that goes to Filmfabrik Wolfen.
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